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Director of Education at the McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
Receives Certification from the National Association of Interpretation
Canton, OH… Christopher Kenney, director of education at the McKinley Presidential Library &
Museum, has received his Interpretive Guide Certification from the National Association for
Interpretation. This internationally-recognized program documents that individuals possess the
skills and knowledge that allow them to perform effectively in the interpretive profession.
To receive this certification, participants must attend an intensive training session that focuses on
interpretive techniques used in museum tours and other cultural settings. Participants must also
pass an examination, which includes an original presentation that is examined by a peer jury.
Kenney attended training in March at the Cuyahoga Valley National Park. The certification is valid
for four years, and in order to keep your certification current, interpretive guides must complete 40
hours of training to stay up-to-date on trends in the field.
“I am excited to receive my Interpretive Guide Certification,” says Kenney. “I have worked in the
museum education field for more than 20 years, and it was important to me to validate the work I
do at the McKinley Presidential Library & Museum. In addition to giving third-person tours for
groups ranging from pre-K to senior adults, I am a first-person interpreter of William McKinley. This
training provided me with new skills and will allow me to bring best practices in the field back to the
museum to share with our volunteers, staff, and visitors.”
Kenney is planning a workshop for the interpretive staff at the Museum this fall. Individuals who are
interested in joining our volunteer docent team should contact Volunteer Coordinator Carol Paris at
330-455-7043.
ABOUT CHRISTOPHER KENNEY
Christopher Kenney graduated from St. Lawrence University in Canton, New York with a bachelor’s
degree in History and Music. He went on to earn a Master of Arts degree in History Museum Studies
at the Cooperstown Graduate Program. Chris is truly a Renaissance man with many different
interests – he is proficient in open hearth cooking, has played the piano for 35 years, has his private
pilot’s license, and is the proud owner of a 1969 Oldsmobile 4-4-2 convertible. In 2003 his series of
school programs “Ohio & You” was honored with a Commendation Award for History Outreach by
the Ohio Association of Historical Societies and Museums.

He published his first book entitled The William McKinley Presidential Library & Museum in June
2005. A second book, The McKinley Monument: A Tribute to a Fallen President, was published in
2006 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Monument in 2007. A third book, The McKinley
Years: The Life and Times of our 25th President was released in April 2016. This book received a
Silver Award for Visual Communication from the Ohio Museums Association. He recently completed
an article entitled Catalyst for Change: The Assassination of William McKinley for White House
History, the journal of the White House Historical Association.
In 2010 Chris was invited to present a four day residency entitled Unwrapping the Christmas Carol:
The History and Cultural Impact of Modern Holiday Songs as part of St. Lawrence University’s Arts
Collaborative program. In July 2015 he was a visiting scholar at Buffalo State University where he
conducted a lecture and workshop on the McKinley presidency for teachers from throughout the
United States as part of a NEH Landmarks Grant Program. He served 13 years as District 5
coordinator for Ohio History Day which covers 8 counties in Northeast Ohio.
Chris has been interviewed about the McKinley presidency by WESA in Pittsburgh, KHSU, the
National Public Radio station in Arcata, CA, Univision, the Hispanic News Network, and TIME
Magazine. He also appeared on the PBS documentary Nine Long Days: TR’s Journey to the White
House.
Chris is also an Assistant Lecturer for the History Department at the University of Akron, teaching
History 484/584 Museums and Archives. He has been the Director of Education at the McKinley
Presidential Library & Museum in Canton since 2001, where he portrays William McKinley through
first person interpretation, speaks on the construction and architecture of the McKinley National
Memorial and coordinates the field trips for over 10,000 students every year.
ABOUT THE MUSEUM
The McKinley Presidential Library & Museum is located at 800 McKinley Monument Dr. NW in
Canton. The Keller Gallery is the Museum’s temporary exhibition space and features a variety of
topics each year. The Museum also includes the McKinley National Memorial, McKinley Gallery,
Street of Shops, The Stark County Story, Discover World, and the Hoover-Price Planetarium. The
Museum is open Monday – Saturday from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM and Sunday from 2:00 PM to 4:00
PM.
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